October 1, 1969 


Mr* I'at A'elsh. 

Forty-Niner Shops, Inc* 

6049 Last Seventh St., 

^on? Beaca, Calif* 908G1 

Dear Mr* V’el3h, 

\ 

Of course, I’d like to speak to yohr $r^up* lial Verb wrote me about 
you and encouraged it* 

I would require all my expenses, in' advance, end whatever honorarium 
you can aff.ord* Let me oxpliin tuis* \ V. 

Unlike Mark Lane, who began with a co..aittee subsidizing him. Turner, 
who id paid and finances by Ramparts, or Term H’one^, who has a business and an 
outside regular income, - hove been entirely without income or subsidy for five 
years. The result is that I am vary deeply in debt)* I have made three or four 
trios to California in tne past, seen tima with thi- promise ci expenses ana fees, 
and * in no case was the promise met* I simply do not ho va ‘ the money to nut cut in 
advance for my expenses. A } 

Accomodations out there con be simple* - do hot roouiro n hotel room* 

If one of your group can provide local transportation, Khst- lsc will be no 
cost. On this end there, will be 100 miles of travel to nd from the airport and 
Mr fare. 1 \ 

I would be willing to sp^jk elsewhere* For example, if you can .'.arrange 
a local lecture at which admission is charged;* To premetf this I would make such 
radio and TV appearances as you might arrange', getting there a day early for this 
purpose or doing it by pnone (as x have often >in LA)* This sort ol thing we can. 
work out • Also, if you have a small group th*£ is actively working ‘in the field, 

I ..ould meet separately . ith them and tell their* things I w-uld not say in public. 

°nli ;:*• tfc others, “* ir vo never stopped my work* x n sdi.itioa to'- the 
four printed books I nave published three limited editions, have several op.n rs 
researched and partly written, and have just finished a quarter of a million 
word study on the Aing/Ray case* I will npt give you theory, dishful tninpin^ , 
idle conjecture, but new fact* You ask "the £i|sta£ of my lecture”* Tick 'the 
aspect or aspects you wont* I have two books ;done on the autopsy alone, much 
of their content entirely unknown, for example. X could spend a night . talking about 
whet did not come out in the New Orleans trial, *von after «*■ 'published some of it. 

I spent Quite a long time down there doing m?/ own, independent work, ago in \ the only 
"critic” do to thi 3 . I located unknown witnesses; g~t statements .from those not 
interviewed by the FBI or the Commission, elicited from these wjio were Questioned 
7 /he t they wore not asked, established the existence of unknown U u ban camps in the 
area, etc. I would talk on whatever you prefer, and if you U6y£ more! than one 
meeting, would use, different materials at 


mi ' m 


.1 


■ v 
$ 


* 


Until now x have not been offered by a lecture bureau, I’his corning sea- 
son I shall be. They ore to a 3 k not less. t. non J 500 on arcoarance . .Tor tho rest of 
this year, my time is relatively uncommitted, aside from work at home* However, 
beginning the first of the year my wife has temporary employment as a tax con- 
sultant. We live in the country and 1 provide her with transportation to and from 
town. In my absence, the cob fares con mount, so if you would like me to bo there, 
I enc our os ge you to make it as soon as possible. 

I 7/ish it v/ere possible for me to apnea r at no co 3 t to you. I hope 
you can understand why it is not. 

And the truth is I am declining appeaion £03 whore there is net a 
decent return for ta& tine oecause the writing x usvo yet to complete is, I 
believe, important, ana because we can no longer bear t no additional financial 
burden this impose. 


Irxcidontly, in long Beach I would welcome Q polite confrontation with 
Joe Ball. In the event it is not arranged and I wars to 03 tnere, I would write 
him and. 33k for a private meeting. If he declines, I v;culd have additional things 
to say that might moke the local papers and ’*onld, I m confident, be entertaining. 

I hove some uhpublished materials on him. And 7 /e hove had a correspondence of sorts. 

I hope wo can arrange it and 1 look forward to hearing from you. 


Sincerely, 


Harold. Vveisherg 


I 


